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I feel that this week’s readings were useful in understanding criminal behavior because they draw the link between personal control and deviant behavior. Indeed, the readings affirm that the family plays a critical role in shaping the behavior of children from an early age by providing the foundation for learning acceptable behavior. Apart from the family set-up, other essential institutions that help to shape up the behavior of individuals include the church and school where individuals learn important values. Additionally, once an individual becomes part of a community with strong values, they are unlikely to engage in deviant behavior that includes criminal activity. For this reason, an individual’s integration into their society is instrumental in shaping their behavior and keeping them away from criminal activities. 

    
Meanwhile, the readings get support from adequate research on theoretical foundations for social control. The conceptual framework provides significant support to explain the behavior of individuals and also provides a basis for conducting more research in the field of criminal behavior. The divergent theoretical perspectives on the causes of deviant behavior also provide additional insights to explain criminal tendencies within the society and further the debate on the best action to take. Besides, I believe that having divergent theoretical viewpoints on social control creates room for additional research to identify the best solution to juvenile delinquency that will be helpful in formulating solutions at the family and community level to solve the problem. 

    
Indeed, this material is vital to the criminal justice field as provides crucial insight to professionals in the area to understand criminal behavior from different perspectives. For instance, the realization that when more people abide by the conventional values of society, then deviance is likely to reduce should help professionals in the field to formulate programs that promote conformance at the community level. Additionally, this material is useful in engaging families and religious groups for their role in social control. I believe that those working in the criminal justice field should cooperate more with affected communities to reduce crime. In the meantime, parents will continue to play a critical role in fighting criminal behavior since they act as the primary source of socialization and instilling self-control in their children. Consequently, if the parents fail in this duty, they serve as the first point of improper socialization that may lead to deviant behavior. 

    
These readings add to our existing knowledge of criminal behavior by identifying the elements that lead to the creation of criminals. For instance, we have learned that insufficient control mechanisms in the society are likely to push up criminal activity. Additionally, from the reading, we learn that in some society’s belief systems play a more critical role in promoting criminal behavior than the laws in place. For this reason, to control criminal conduct, the communities and families in which potential criminals come up must get engaged in changing their behavior and belief systems. These readings confirm that to fight criminal behavior more investment must be put at the parental level because parents are the first to monitor a child’s behavior and recognize deviance at its early stage. I believe this knowledge is useful in criminal justice since public policies that aim to deter or rehabilitate offenders at an advanced age will continue to be unsuccessful without improving the quality of parenting.
